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CONTEMPORARY DANCE PREMIERE  

DELVES INTO LIFE’S BIG QUESTIONS 

 

World Premiere  

 

Performing Lines WA is proud to present Questions Without Notice, an exciting new dance work 
combining the skills of choreographer Sue Peacock with eight of Western Australia’s most progressive 
artists. 

 

Like life, this performance is unpredictable. It exposes the spontaneous nature of our existence. Using 
a dynamic fusion of choreography, live-feed video and a constantly evolving sound score, Questions 
Without Notice has a defining physicality which pushes the boundaries of traditional dance.  

 

Sue Peacock is the first of six artists handpicked by Performing Lines WA to realise her production 
under the Managing and Producing Services (MAPS) initiative. The MAPS program is jointly funded by 
the Australia Council for the Arts and the WA State Government through the Department of Culture 
and the Arts. 

 

According to Performing Lines WA Producer Fiona de Garis, “Creative artists are increasingly 
constrained by having to manage all aspects of administration and production in bringing a work to 
fruition. It is rewarding to be able to free Sue of these duties and allow her to maximise her time and 
energy in the studio”. 

 

Questions Without Notice asks its cast to make decisions that have the potential to send the work in 
new and exciting directions. Performers video themselves, interview one another, come together in 
mutual consent and separate in disagreement. Each decision they make will leave the audience 
pondering – can we ever be prepared for life’s uncertainties? 

 

Re-living the social romanticism of past generations and desperately seeking a compatible mate, the 
cast will invite audience members onstage for dance bingo, and a chance to “Find a Partner!”, to the 
strains of Frank Sinatra, Ray Charles and Cesare Evora.  

 

Tickets now on sale through BOCS. 

 

“Peacock is proving to be one of the most inventive and original choreographers and dancers in 
Western Australia, not afraid to experiment, hard-edged, with an engrossing individuality.”  

Rita Clarke, The Australian 

 

For further information, images or interviews please contact: 

Sarah Rowbottam, Performing Lines WA 
Tel  08 9200 6212 
Mob  0421631822 
Email  sarah@performinglines.org.au  

      
   Images by Christophe Canato and Sarah Rowbottam 
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Season Details     
Preview  3 Feb 7.30pm 
Season  4, 5, 6 Feb 7.30pm  
  7 Feb 2.15pm & 7.30pm 
Duration 60 minutes 
Forum  Post show forum after 7 Feb matinee performance (40 minutes)  
Venue  Playhouse Theatre 
  3 Pier Street, Perth 
Tickets  Standard $29; Concession $22; Fulltime Student $18  
Bookings bocsticketing.com.au  

  9484 1133  
Age  12 – Adult  

 

About the Artists 

Sue Peacock 

 

 

Claudia Alessi 

 
 

 

 

 

- 

-continues- 

 

 

One of Perth’s leading choreographers, Sue Peacock danced with 
Australian Dance Theatre for eight years, performing both in Australia 
and overseas. She has also performed with Limbs (NZ), 2 Dance, 
(now BUZZ) Helen Herbertson, One Extra Dance Co., Fieldworks 
Performance Group, Chrissie Parrott, Co.Loaded and ID339 
Dancegroup. In addition to independent projects, Sue has made 
commissioned works for a number of Australian dance companies and 
tertiary training institutions. She is a founding member and Artistic 
Program Manager of STRUT, a lecturer at the West Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts and a panel member for Asialink.  

Sue was a 2002/03 Churchill Fellow and in 2004 received a Creative 
Development Fellowship from ArtsWA. In 2005, she was voted Best 
Female Dancer in the AusdanceWA inaugural dance awards and in 
2006 was awarded for Services to Dance. In 2006 Sue presented 
three new works, Hoofas, Crow and If only he could see what she was 
looking at… and Adrift was performed by the third year WAAPA 
students at the 2006 Hong Kong Dance Festival. 

 

Claudia has a long standing working relationship with Sue Peacock, 
performing in all of her major projects since 2000. Claudia worked in 
collaboration with Sue and Tammy Meeuwissen for one year - creating 
Hoofas a pivotal work in Sue’s choreographic development. Claudia’s 
diverse dance background is interwoven with acrobatics, aerial work, 
physical theatre, puppetry and film. She lectures at WAAPA in the 
Dance, Theatre and Musical Theatre departments and is completing a 
Masters degree in Creative Arts. She has choreographed, directed and 
produced events throughout WA including STEPS Youth Dance Co and 
Artrage Festival, (Crossfire), Buzz Dance Theatre, Barking Gecko and 
Black Swan Theatre Co. Spanning 21 years, her career includes 
performing and touring with: Chrissie Parrott Dance Co, Thwack, 
Sydney Theatre Co, skadada, Spare Parts Puppet Theatre, STRUT 
dance inc., Co Loaded, Plasticien Volant of France, Foundation Jean-
Pierre Perrault of Canada, Legs on the Wall Physical Theatre, 
Steamworks Arts Productions and  Australian Dance Theatre. Claudia’s 
solo works include, Point of Entry and 4by2 A Series of Encounters. 
She was a three time finalist for Outstanding Australian Female 
Performer, and jointly awarded for Outstanding Female Performer in 
the 2006 West Australian Ausdance Awards for Hoofas and Drover’s 
Wives. Claudia sits on the Australia Council Dance Board and is Chair 
of Ausdance WA. 
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Olivia Millard 

 

 

Michael Whaites 

 

 

Tim Rodgers 

 

-continues- 

 

 

Olivia has worked with Sue since 2000, and has been involved in all 
stages of development of Questions Without Notice. She has also 
choreographed on Sue in her own work. Olivia initially worked for 2 
Dance Plus (now Buzz Dance Theatre) and Melbourne based Dance 
Works, performing works by Sandra Parker, Becky Hilton, Ros Warby 
and Trevor Patrick. She has received funding from ArtsWA to create 
several works, and has been commissioned by Buzz Dance, STEPS 
Youth Dance Company, WAAPA and the Asia Young Choreographers’ 
Project. In 2003 Olivia received a Creative Development Fellowship 
from ArtsWA. Olivia has worked with independent choreographers, Sue 
Peacock, Paul O’Sullivan, Danielle Micich, Phillippa Clarke, Paul 
Gazzola, Paea Leach and Rosalind Crisp.  

Olivia worked as a lecturer in contemporary dance at WAAPA from 
1999-2006. In 2008 Olivia will work as a lecturer at Deakin University, 
Melbourne, and travel to Germany to work with Rosalind Crisp and 
complete further tertiary study. 

 

 

Michael has worked on all development stages of Questions Without 
Notice. His working relationship with Sue Peacock includes four years 
with Australian Dance Theatre, an independent dance project Reel to 
Real 1992, and now as a fellow dance lecturer at The West Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts. Originally from South Australia, on 
graduating from the Centre for Performing Arts in 1984 Michael worked 
with Dance North and then the Australian Dance Theatre. In 1991 he 
moved to New York and worked with Twyla Tharp and Dancers, the 
1992/3 Tharp/Baryshnikov Cutting Up world tour, Irene Hultman Dance 
and in 1995 he joined Pina Bausch Tanztheater Wuppertal in Germany. 
Michael has created numerous works; Achtung Honey! 
Oysterland(99/2001).Driving Me Crazy (Sydney 2002 Defence(less), In 
the Middle of Nowhere,(2003) a short dance film Slipsink and Waiting 
For Michael and The Laminex Man (2004). As a performer/collaborator 
Michael has worked on Company in Space’s The Light Room (2002), 
Wendy Houston’s In the Dark (2005), and in Hill End on Julie-Anne 
Longs’ The Nun’s Picnic (2004). Michael is now Artistic Director of Link 
Dance Company and lecturer at WAAPA.  

 

 
Tim has worked with Sue Peacock on three independent projects and 
two of the Questions Without Notice developments. A graduate of the 
Australian Ballet School in 1993, Tim has danced with The Australian 
Ballet, as a guest artist with The Dancers Company, and The West 
Australian Ballet. He has also worked with West Australian companies, 
skadada, Buzz Dance Theatre and Kompany Kido. He has worked with 
a wide range of choreographers and independent artists including 
Claudia Alessi, Paea Leach and Paul O'Sullivan.  Tim is currently 
studying film at Central TAFE. 
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Charlotte Gault 

 

 

Luke Hickmott  

 

 

Russell Leonard 

 

-continues- 

An independent contemporary dance artist from France, Charlotte 
moved to Perth in 2007. Since graduating from the Conservatoire 
Nationale Superieur de Musique et de Danse de Lyon in 1998, she has 
worked on a wide range projects from dance, to opera, to theatre. She 
has even danced in video clips for singers Arielle Dombasle, Ben 
Ricour and Matt Elliott. Charlotte has worked with choreographers 
including Thierry Escarmant, Diane Bourgain, Myriam Naisy, Eric 
Languet, Andy Degroat, Denis Plassard, Anne-Lise Valla, Robert 
Seigfried, Jean-Christpohe Bocle, Pascal Montrouge, and Hakan 
Mayer. She performed in The Magic Flute directed by Robert Wilson 
(Bastille Opera) and in The Barber of Seville directed by David Radok 
at the Aix en Provence International Festival of Lyric Art. Charlotte has 
toured in Africa, Asia and to the Indian Ocean islands, and since 
moving to Perth, she has been a casual lecturer at the West Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts and worked on the development of 
Questions Without Notice in 2007 at PICA. 

 

 

Luke participated in the most recent development and showing of 
Questions Without Notice. He trained at Melbourne's Deakin University, 
finishing in 2006 with a strong focus on his own interdisciplinary 
collaborative practice. In 2007 he joined the Honours program at the 
West Australian Academy of Performing Arts as a part of LINK Dance 
Company directed by Michael Whaites. He performed work by Nanette 
Hassall, Michael Whaites, Claudia Alessi, Twyla Tharp and Stephan 
Brinkman and toured interstate to Dancehouse in Melbourne and The 
Star of the Sea Theatre in Manly, Sydney.  

 

 

Russell has worked on all development stages of Questions Without 
Notice, initially as a secondment from the West Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts. After completing his final year of study for a Bachelor 
of Performing Arts in Dance, Russell has continued to study and 
develop his skills at the National Institute of Circus Arts in Melbourne. 
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Elanor Webber 

 
 

Andrew Lake (Design Set/Video/Light) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-continues- 

 

Elanor featured in Sue Peacock’s work Adrift which was performed at 
the 2006 Hong Kong Arts Festival, she then undertook a secondment 
with Sue on the Questions Without Notice project. She completed her 
Bachelor of Arts (Dance) at the West Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts in 2007.  Through the Link Dance Company program 
Elanor toured to Melbourne and Sydney performing works by Twyla 
Tharp, Stephan Brinkman, Michael Whaites and Claudia Alessi.  

 

 

Andrew has a longstanding artistic, collaborative relationship with Sue, 
working together on all significant projects since 2000. Andrew has also 
worked with choreographers; Ollivia Millard, Chrissie Parrott, Claudia 
Alessi, Lucy Guerin, Stompin Youth Dance Co., Steps Youth Dance 
Co. Initially trained as an architect, Andrew completed an Associate 
Diploma in Production and Design and a Bachelor in Performing Arts at 
the West Australian Academy of Performing Arts. His interests 
culminated in a thesis researching light, space, and the body. Recent 
designs include: Jandamarra, The Crucible Yandi and Uncle Vanya 
(Black Swan Theatre Co.) Memmie Le Blanc and Love (Deckchair 
Theatre Co.) Home and Molly Sweeney (Last Seen Imagining) Aureo 
(Skadada) Kids Stuff, The Drovers Wives, Medea 05, Savage Grace 
and Nocturne (Steamworks) Questions without Notice, Hoofas and 
Give up the Ghost (Sue Peacock) Ruby’s Last Dollar and Last Cab to 
Darwin (Porkchop Productions in assoc. BSTC) Splatt, Grendal and the 
Gladiator, H2O and Spellbound (Spare Parts Puppet Theatre Co.), and 
Return and Miss Julie (Perth Theatre Co.) Many of these works toured 
nationally and internationally. Andrew was a finalist for the Helpmann 
Awards in 2004 and Green Room Awards in 2006. 
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Ben Taaffe (Sound) 

 
 

Sophia Hall (Dramaturg) 

Sophia is a well known actor and facilitator of theatre works in Perth. She has worked with Sue on a 
range of projects; movement, theatre and dance in a range of capacities, working together as 
collaborators, performers, choreographer or director, Sophia has an interest in unconventional work 
and a particular interest in movement. Her input will solidify and refine the delivery of the text and assist 
with critical debate/evaluation of the work. 

 

About Performing Lines WA 

Performing Lines WA produces the work of Sue Peacock and other selected West Australian 
independent dance and theatre artists through the Managing and Producing Services (MAPS) initiative 
of the Australia Council and the Department of Culture and the Arts. Performing Lines WA supports the 
production and touring of new West Australian work and provides a range of services from financial 
management to marketing and audience development. 

 
PO Box 7437, Cloisters Square, 6850, WA 
Level 1 King St Arts Centre,  
357-365 Murray St, Perth, 6000, WA  
Tel: 08 9200 6212 Fax: 08 9200 6214 
hello@performinglines.org.au 
www.performinglines.org.au 
 
Sue Peacock is supported by Managing and Producing Services (MAPS) which is an initiative of the Department of 
Culture and the Arts and the Australia Council for the Arts. 
Questions Without Notice is produced by Performing Lines WA. 
 

 

 

-ends- 
 

In 2007 Ben worked as a lead sound artist for AWESOME Arts Make 
Your Move Project and with choreographer Sue Peacock on her latest 
work Questions Without Notice. An avid collector of sound and music, 
DJ and emerging sound designer, Ben is based in Perth. His diverse 
practice has included hosting The Underground Solution radio program 
on RTRFM since 2004, working as a DJ with Artrage, the Perth 
International Arts Festival and AWESOME Arts, as well as supporting 
numerous touring international DJs. Ben is also currently undertaking a 
PhD in sociology looking at the intersections of music, social change 
and politics in the lives of young people in Australia. Most recently Ben 
has been engaging and experimenting with various sound 
recording/production and improvisation technologies including Ableton 
Live, to create interactive audio interfaces within performance contexts.   

 

 

http://www.performinglines.org.au/

